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This was one of the Editor’s that was destined for the bin until
wife Penny started piercing it. The right hand picture is looking
through the large hole that had contained rotten wood.

NB Ed: Proof-read carefully to see if you any words out.
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PHOTOS FROM THE CHRISTMAS COMPETITION

L

: 1st Price - A Beautiful Pierced Hat from ish ft-'m;:l
John Johnson

3rd Prize - A Small Dish from Eric Commended - a gold-leaf bowl from
Meaking Dave Newitt

Other beautiful entries
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THE CHRISTMAS COMPETITION

It’s always a bit difficult to
think of new and exiting
ideas of what to do for the
Christmas competition. Last
year was a Christmas tree
and egg & egg cup which was
Jjudged by visiting demonstra-
tor Chris Eagles. Although
this was a great success we
wanted to do something a lit-
tle different.

Then at a committee meeting
in July Richard Findley
brought in a large bag of
wood, each piece be of identi-
cal shape and similar size to
each other. As these pieces
had been sat in Richards shed
for several years, after being
donated to him and never
used, He said he would do-
nate them to the club for use
in the Christmas Competi-
tion. So off he went to devise
a set of rules, which were as
follows.

1. Each entrant will be given
One Beech Disc

2. Competition is open
(compulsory) to all Tudor
Rose members.

3. The end result should
show evidence of being turned
on a lathe.

4. The Beech disc shall re-
main the main focal point of
the end result with no more
than 256% of other additional
items whether turned or oth-
erwise.

5. Other techniques may be
used a well as turning includ-
ing carving, burning, textur-

ing etc.

6. Pieces shall be judged on

the evening of December 14th
2006 by secret ballot by club

members.

Judges should consider ap-
peal of design, technical excel-
lence, originality and quality
of finish.

So on Thursday September
14th Richard started to give
out the Beech discs, along
with a copy of rules, to all
members who attended meet-
ings and by November all
members that were going to
take part in the competition
had their piece of wood, and I
know of at least one person
received theirs in the post.

In the mean time I had
started formulating a plan of
what to make. It involved in-
serting a small brass sundial
into the piece of wood and
making a small base and a
column to stand it on so it
would look like the sundials
you find in cemeteries and
garden centres. Unfortunately
I didn’t have enough time to
put my plan into action, as
once again I left it to the last
minute, so I made a spinning
top instead.

On the evening of the compe-
tition I wasn’t sure what to
expect from the members. We
had decided to do a secret bal-
lot so personal feelings to-
wards other members was not
taken into account when vot-
ing. This involved each mem-
ber having three pieces of pa-
per marked 12 & 3 to give to

Phil Manners

the item they thought should
give get the most points.

After setting out the first few
competition pieces I left the
table to go and do other jobs
and my wife carried on orga-
nizing the competition.
Shortly afterwards I got the
scream of “Help!! I need an-
other table as they don't all
fit”, so I rushed through the
crowd with another table and
when I got there I couldn’t be-
lieve my eyes as the table was
totally full. There were at
least 25 pieces of work. I said
to Guy Ravine “It’s amazing
how many people will take
part when they are given the
timber for free”. Although in
the rules it does say open
(compulsory) to all members.

The quality of the entries was
exemplary. There were nu-
merous bowels one person
had made a small tray filled
with a couple of wine bottles
and several wine glasses al-
most entirely made from the
one small beech disc. Some-
one else had made a penny
farthing bicycle complete with
pyrography on the wheels de-
picting the old money found
in the Name.

The winners all received
many more points than any
others. We gave out 3 prizes
of money with certificate and
a certificate to a commended
to Dave Newitt for his bowl
with gold leaf inside. Third
place went to Eric Meakins
for his small dish with pyro-
graphy around the rim. CLiff
Webb’s dish came with multi-
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coloured inlay around the rim
and a hand carved Tudor rose
in the centre, this gave him
second place. But the overall
winner was John Johnson
with his exquisite pierced hat
which was extremely thin
with a wonderful finish on it.
It just goes to show what you
can do when you do it for a
living.

Lastly a very big thank you to
all of you who took part it was
great to see that so many of
you had spent at least a little
time on your lathes this au-
tumn. Now all we need to do
is to start thinking about next
year’s competition. Any ideas
to be forwarded to the Secre-
tary.

Phil Manners

Chairman before the diet
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

One year on...

By Paul Miller

When I took over the Chair-
man’s role last year I said I
wanted to make membership
more enjoyable.

One of my objectives was to
have the best facilities and
equipment for our demonstra-
tion and hands-on evenings.
Now we have 4, soon to be 5,
lathes and have started a tool
library I think we have equip-
ment that is the envy of many
clubs. Our audio-video set up
is outstanding and every dem-
onstrator has been impressed,
not only by the equipment,
but by the professional way it
is used by our talented club
members. Demonstrations are
more accessible and we are
seeing good attendances at
our demonstrations.

I also wanted us to do more to
encourage a wider range of
people to take up this hobby/
passion/ obsession (delete as
appropriate). We still need to
see more younger turners
joining the ranks and al-
though we have some lady
members we need to see
more.

I believe that we have made
great strides in terms of the
amount of involvement people
play in the running of the
club but there is still much to
do and I urge anyone who has

the time and ability to put
themselves forward to the
committee to help out. There
is a lot that needs to go on be-
fore, during and after our
meetings and additional as-
sistance would be greatly ap-
preciated.

There is a prodigious amount
of knowledge and talent
within the club and I'd like to
see that knowledge made
more widely available to our
newer and less experienced
members. If you see someone
looking a bit lost or puzzled
make it your goal to help
them out. I know this hap-
pens because I got that sort of
help when I first started but
TI'd like us to make sure we
never let anyone go home
frustrated.

T've had a wonderful year as
your chairman and I intend to
have another good one this

year. All that I ask is that
you remember one thing
“you only get out of the
club what you are willing
to put in”.

Chairman now











































































